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The construction of the concrete bunker shaped storage area was undertaken by pouring a concrete slab, burying pipe, adding doors, and covering the pipe with fill material.  
Initial construction of the structure began by pouring a concrete slab 60 feet long by 8 feet wide.  Following the completion of the concrete slab, two sections of 24 inch pipe 
were cut in half lengthwise and laid open side down on the concrete slab.  Winged concrete vertical walls and steel doors were added to each end of the pipes. The pipes were 
then covered with 6 feet of fill material forming a long tunnel.  Berm width following the completion of the fill material was about 25 feet.  Overall, the rod tip cave is about 70 
feet long by 3 feet high by 6 feet wide with triangular shaped cement ends 7 feet high. The facility is entirely above ground and was used to store irradiated and radioactively 
contaminated horizontal control rods.

The118-KW Horizontal Control Rod Tip Storage Cave was located in the K-Reactor area south of the Columbia River on the Hanford Site.  It was located northeast of the 105-
KW Reactor Building and was constructed as part of "Project X", a large Cold War expansion effort at Hanford.  The purpose of the expansion program was to generate 
plutonium for explosive devices as part of the nuclear arsenal.  Construction of the KW-Reactor and its associated facilities took place from 1952 until 1955.  All facilities 
constructed during this project were designed for minimum damage and quick recovery from enemy attack.  The permanent facility was designed to temporarily store 
irradiated and radioactively contaminated horizontal control rods that contained unknown quantities of radionuclides.  It operated from 1955 until 1971. 

It is therefore the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that the 105-KW Horizontal Control Rod Tip Storage Cave is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Historic District.


